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new Chair of Hmong American Partnership’s Board of Directors
ST. PAUL, MN (May 3, 2010) The Board of Directors of Hmong American Partnership is pleased to announce its election of Tou Fue Lee to succeed Sida Ly-Xiong as Board Chair as of May 2010. “HAP is quickly growing into a visionary organization,” says Tou F. Lee, “So it will be very important for the Board to be more active in its leadership role.”

Lee further states that “My vision is for the Board to continue providing direction and support to [CEO Bao Vang] and the entire staff as they accomplish our mission of improving and empowering our community. I believe that together we can create even better opportunities for everyone involved with the entire HAP family.”

In the next few years, Mr. Lee wants HAP to stay the course charted in the multi-year Strategic Plan, which is almost midway to completion.  “I know that everyone involved has worked extremely hard to make our programs and services more efficient and effective,” says Lee. “Going forward, I hope to do my part in keeping HAP at the forefront of community organizations by generating buzz about new initiatives such as social enterprise, policy, advocacy, and research.”

Lee was born in Thailand and grew up in Memphis and Knoxville, Tennessee.  He holds a Master of Business Administration degree and owns three Dairy Queen restaurants in the Twin Cities.  He previously served as Secretary on the HAP Board of Directors and also served years on the Board of Directors of the Minnesota Hmong Chamber of Commerce for two years. 
###

About Hmong American Partnership

Hmong American Partnership is a social service and community development organization whose mission is: to empower the community to embrace the strengths of our cultures while achieving our potential. HAP was established in 1990 to address the needs of Minnesota’s growing Hmong population. Since its inception, HAP has expanded to serve community members from a wide variety of cultural and ethnic groups. HAP provides employment services, education and training, housing and economic development services, elderly services, and youth and family services to more than 3,000 community members annually.

For more information about Hmong American Partnership, call Andrea Barcenas at 651-495-1505 or visit www.hmong.org    

