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DTV Transition Delay

On February 11th, President Obama signed a bill to delay the switch from analog to digital television from February 17th to June 12th, 2009.  

While this delay gives Americans additional time to prepare for the DTV transition, the delay also increases the possibility for confusion and additional problems surrounding the transition. In particular, while the DTV delay bill requires television stations to transfer to all digital transmissions on June 12th, 2009, the bill also allows stations to make the transfer at any time between February 17th and June 12th. 
The FCC requires stations to give notice, including public service announcements, if they intend to make the DTV transition early. A list of stations planning to switch over to all digital transmissions early is available at www.fcc.gov. Since television stations can change to all digital signals before June 12th, it is important that consumers do not delay getting ready for the DTV transition until summer. Consumers should still get ready for the transition as soon as possible.

When preparing for the DTV transition, consumers must also be aware that the DTV delay may cause issues if they hook up their DTV converter boxes to their televisions before the DTV transition in their area.  Some DTV converter boxes, especially the less expensive models, will not accommodate analog TV signals. In areas where TV stations are broadcasting only analog signals, viewers may actually loose TV reception if they hook up their converter boxes too early. 
For areas where TV stations are currently broadcasting both analog and digital signals, there should not be any problems. Check with your local TV stations to see if they are currently broadcasting both a digital and analog signal. Other converter boxes have a feature called “analog pass-through,” and will always accommodate both digital and analog signals. Users of “analog pass-through” DTV converter boxes will not have trouble with TV reception from hooking up their converter boxes early, but “analog pass-through” boxes are more expensive.  It is important to know which kind of converter box you have.
The DTV delay bill also includes a provision for consumers with expired DTV converter box coupons to renew their coupons.  No additional funding for more converter box coupons for those consumers still on the coupon waiting list was included in the DTV delay bill, but some was included in the upcoming economic stimulus bill. The extra funding for coupons is limited, however, so consumers should not delay in applying for or using DTV coupons. 
In the meantime, please note that extra coupons may be transferred to other people or organizations, as there is no name on the printed coupons, so long as the coupons have not yet expired. Please encourage anyone who has extra converter box coupons to donate those coupons to members of the community who may have a special need for them, such as the elderly or those who have limited English proficiency.

For assistance with the converter box coupon application process, please contact Xiongpao Lee at Hmong American Partnership: xiongpaol@hmong.org or at 651-495-1560. You can also visit Hmong American Partnership’s main office located at 1075 Arcade Street, Saint Paul, MN 55106 during regular business hours.

For further information about the DTV delay bill, please contact Joshua Packman at jpackman@advancingequality.org or at 202-296-2300 x144.

# # #
About Hmong American Partnership

Founded in 1990 in response to the needs and concerns of Minnesota's growing Hmong community, Hmong American Partnership (HAP) is a social service and community development organization whose mission is to empower the community to embrace the strengths of our cultures while achieving our potential.  HAP accomplishes its mission by improving the lives of individuals and families in our diverse communities by providing culturally sensitive social services; strengthening neighborhoods by providing housing, community, and economic development opportunities; and promoting the rich heritage of our ethnic communities. 
About Asian American Justice Center

Founded in 1991, the Asian American Justice Center works to advance the human and civil rights of Asian Americans through advocacy, public policy, public education and litigation.  The Asian American Justice Center is one of the nation's leading experts on issues of importance to the Asian American community including: affirmative action, anti-Asian violence prevention/race relations, census, immigrant rights, immigration, language access, television diversity and voting rights.
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